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Now it's the schools: PM scraps 
exams and shuts down classes 


Johnson forced to 
act after virus spreads 
faster than anticipated 


London could face 
lockdown as UK death 
toll increases to 104 


Schools across the UK are to close 
indefinitely from tomorrow, with 
A-levels and GCSE exams cancelled, 
as the government made another 
suddenescalation inits efforts to curb 
the increasing spread of coronavirus. 

Boris Johnson said he had been 
forced to close classrooms for pupils 
in England - the first countrywide 
school shutdown in modern times 
- as the virus spread faster than 
anticipated, forcing teachers and 
pupils to self-isolate. 

The decision came hours after 
Scotland and Wales announced 
their own blanket school closures 
and thousands of schools in Eng- 
land decided unilaterally to close or 
turn away pupils amid staff shortages 
and parents’ concerns. Soon after the 
prime minister’s announcement, 
Northern Ireland also announced the 
closure of all schools. 

But schools will remain open forthe 
supervision of potentially hundreds 


Trafalgar Square in London at 4.30 pm yesterday as social distancing took effect PHOTOGRAPH: DAVID LEVENE/THE GUARDIAN 


Boris Johnson announces plans 
for up to 25,000 coronavirus tests 
every day 


Thousands of Britons fear 
being stranded after Morocco 
introduces travel ban 


The epidemiologist whose work 
underpins government strategy 
believes he has Covid-19 


This year's Glastonbury festival, 
due to markits 50th anniversary, 
has been cancelled 


of thousands of children of NHS staff 
and other frontline workers, as well 
as vulnerable children, Johnson said. 
Healso announced a national voucher 
scheme to ensure pupils eligible for 
free school meals get a meal each day 
and said this summer’s exams would 
be replaced by teacher assessment. 
Onaday ofrapid policy shifts as the 
UK death toll from the virus reached 
104, italso emerged that London faced 
a potential lockdown similar to those 
in other European cities, with the 
prime minister warning thecountry he 
is prepared to take “further and faster 
measures”. Stringent action to enforce 
social distancing is not expected 
within the next two days. The Minis- 
try of Defence is to double 
the size of the military’s 8 


Sterling sinks to 35-year 
low against the dollar 


The Treasury and the Bank of England 
have promised fresh measures to blunt 
theimpact of the Covid-19 outbreak on 
the economy after currency traders 


delivered a brutal verdict on the global 
response to the crisis so far. 

Sterling tumbled to its weakest 
against the US dollar in more than 
three decades asa flight of speculative 
money into the safe haven of the dollar 
saw sterling crash through $1.20 
against the US currency. 

Andrew Bailey, the governor of the 


Bank of England, warned Britain faced 
an economic emergency caused by 
Covid-19 and further measures would 
beneeded to prevent widespread dis- 
ruption turning into destruction. 

On another day of frenzy on the 
global financial markets, shares on 
Wall Street were down by 10% on news 
that Ford and General Motors were 
halting production until at least the 
end of the month. The pound ended 
trading in London at $1.1750, a level 
not seen since 1985, other than during 
the quickly reversed “flash crash” in 
2016. Rishi Sunak, the chancellor, said 
he was alive to the urgency of finding 


new ways to supportjobs and incomes 
amid criticism from MPs on the Treas- 
ury select committee that not nearly 
enough had been done to deal withthe 
expected sharp rise in unemployment 
and squeeze on living standards. 
Global equity markets suffered 
further hefty losses as: 
@ The International Labour Organ- 
isation said the initial impact of 
Covid-19 would be to add almost 25 
million to global dole queues. 
@ Steve Mnuchin, the US treasury 
secretary, was forced to deny telling 
the Senate that American unemploy- 
ment could rise from under 4% to 20%. 


@ Oil prices fell 8%, with the cost of 
Brent crude at its lowest since the 
aftermath of the Iraqinvasionin 2003. 
@ The Dow Jones industrial average - 
a key gauge of share prices in the US 
- fellbelowits level on the day of Don- 
ald Trump’s inauguration in January 
2017 and has now dropped 

10,000 points ina month. 
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